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THE ALIENATION 
OF THE CHRONIC DRUNKENNESS OFFENDER 


The behaviour of central concern in this paper 
is perhaps best described in the words of one of the 
participants. The speaker is in the Don Jail, Toronto, 
serving a sentence for being drunk in a public place: 


I got out Saturday. I started drinking 
Tuesday or Wednesday. I was sitting in a 
restaurant when a fellow came in and invited 
me to have a drink, so we went into the wash- 
room and we had a drink of liquor and then 
another fellow came in and offered me a drink 
of wine - - I’m not trying to blame anybody 
else, you understand - - and I told him no. 
We finished eating and talked for a while. 
Then the fellow with the wine and I...well, 
we went to the hotel for some beers. We left 
the hotel and I went to the restaurant. Then 
I went to the Mission to get a bed. 


I got up the next morning and I got a 
lunch which I gave to a cripple. I had my 
first drink around noon hour. A friend of 
mine brought wine and we went up to his room 
and drank two bottles between us and I stayed 
there all day and all night. I slept on the 
floor. We went out and got two more bottles 
at ten o’clock and we drank it and talked. We 
stayed all night in the roon. 


I had other drinks but I just forget - 
not too much ’cause I didn’t get arrested. 
Oh yes? ... one morning I met a friend of 
mine who I hadn’t met for two years. He gave 
me money to get wine. When I got back to the 
restaurant he wasn’t there. I drank half of i 
it - gave the rest away. 


On Friday I walked the streets and sat 
in a restaurant. Joe came in and brought me 
two bottles of wine and I met George and we 
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had a drink of wine in the back of the parking 
lot, Then we went into the restaurant and had 
coffee, Then I went over to the Mission and 
sat in the reading room. Then I went into the 
service and I slept there that night. 


On Saturday I met two fellas who had got 
out of jail.in the restaurant and we had a few 
drinks of wine - I had got some money from 
friends. Then I wound up on George St. with 
this friend of mine who has a steady job, who 
asked me to come up and talk. I was drinking 
shaving lotion. J remember we were watching 
the hockey game and I wanted to know about the 
boxing match so I said I was going to the hotel 
POULIN NOWEn W liwas Staggering around, 1° tried 
to get into the Mission but the door was locked 
and the guy wouldn’t let me in. I guess he saw 
I was too drunk. I was sitting on the doorstep 
when the paddy wagon came and they picked me up. 


The speaker is a man of 60 years of age, who has 

been convicted of public drunkenness in Toronto at least 26 
times in the last 5 years. When outside of jail he usually 
sleeps in a hostel and eats (when he eats at all) at missions, 
Although he was at one time a linotype operator, he has had 
only casual labouring jobs since 1956 and has not worked at 
all since November. He was born in the Maritimes, of Canadian- 
born parents, married young, and was widowed after 13 years. 
He has 8 grown-up children, two living in Toronto, but he has 
had no contact with them for three years nor with any other 
relative. The friends and acquaintances with whom he drinks 
are men like himself who live in the Skid Row area of Toronto. 


Our informant is one of a sizeable population of men 
who are, on the one hand, markedly cut off from the relation- 
ships and activities that are the majority pattern in our 
society and, on the other hand, caught in a cycle of drunken- 
ness and incarceration that dominates their lives. The broad 
term ’alienation’ has been adopted here for want of..a-better, 
to encompass the various observable forms of estrangement 
that appear to be characteristic of these men; it does not imply 
that a strongly aggressive component is necessarily part of 
their orientation to the people and groups from whom they are 
estranged. 
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The paper will deal with two related characteristics 
of urban chronic drunkenness offenders; their alienation and 
their participation in Skid Row society. Since no conclusions 
can be reached at this early stage of the research, the purpose 
here is to raise certain questions that may generate discussion 
and helpful criticism. 


The data are drawn from the literature and froma 
current study of chronic drunkenness offenders in Toronto. In 
the first phase of the study 200 offenders, selected randomly 
from men sentenced for their fourth or subsequent offence in 
a 10 month period, are being intensively examined in the Don 
Jail. The men are interviewed for several hours - using a 
schedule of mainly open-ended, probing questions - subjected 
to a number of psychological tests and given physical and 
psychiatric examinations. In addition, documentary material 
on the men is being collected from a number of confidential 
sources. 


We will use some of the interview material from the 
first 50 cases of men living in the Skid Row area who appear 
to have been fairly truthful in their answers. 


Other Studies 


Since Durkheim wrote Suicide, a number of empirical 
studies have established a connection between alienation in 
some form and the probability of certain proscribed behaviours 
and personal pathologies. In the recent (and small) literature 
on the chronic drunkenness offender, alienation has been a 
major theme. Ticeacasaa a 


A.study by Seldon Bacon. , reported in 1945, brought 
out what he called the “undersocialization” of men arrested 
for-drunkenness. He collected data on approximately 1200 men 
arrested for drunkenness in a 5 week period in 5 Connecticut 
towns. Despite the inclusion of first offenders, (about 
one-sixth of his sample), he found significant differences 
in certain social characteristics between these men and men : 
arrested for traffic offences and other minor misdemeanours 
and between the drunkenness offenders and the age-corrected 
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male population of Connecticut. The conclusions of relevance 
here are best summed up in his own words: 


In general, the survey on which the present 
study is based, presented a picture of the 
ordinary, arrested inebriate which showed predom- 
inantly middle-aged men, belonging to only a few 
of the ordinary social groupings (such as family, 
neighbourhood, clubs and unions), participating 
in few of the ordinary and accepted activities 
(such as going to the movies, maintaining a job), 
and acting in only a limited sphere of those. 
ACEIViELes In whieh Ehey did participate; ¢.g. in 
the field of occupations, arrested inebriates were 
restricted to a few categories. It seemed probable 
that this marked “undersocialization” preceded the 
onset of inebriety, that the inebriety was both 
a symptom of this condition and an aggravation 
strengthening its continuance. 


He later says: 


The failure to marry and restricted 
experience in formal schooling suggests that 
limited social and cultural participation 
preceded the onset of inebriety. 


Bacon suggests three consequences of “undersocial- 
iZaceoOn, sEhat) may Coneribute to heavy drinking. Fixst, the 
isolated individual has difficulty in achieving certain satis- 
factions that come mainly through group membership, e.g. 
affection and prestige. Second, he is not subject to the 
usual controls over behaviour that go with group membership. 
Third, he does not experience the minor rewards and satis- 
factions that make it possible for him to defer gratification 
im order to achieve long-run goals. For the person in this 
Situation, Bacon says: 
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Alcohol allows an apparent short-cut to 
the pleasures of membership and the pleasures | 
of accomplishment....For a brief spell the man | 
wio ts) nor a member and nok active, or who 
cannot gain satisfactions through membership 
or activity, finds/relief from pain or even 
answers his needsy people cluster around; his 
conversation seems/ to be brilliant; his domin- | 
ance over others becomes manifest; his 
accomplishments’ dre enhanc ¢d; ais ithe! as 
glowing and warm’ and full. 
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» Bacon points out, as other writers have done, that 
in our society the discovery of alcohol as a solution is 
highly likely, not only becatise of availability but also 
because OL Ene) favourable ‘eultural connotations of drinking: } | 
it is associated with virility, independence, maturity, 
sophistication and good fellowship. Once. adopted as. a solution, 
heavy drinking leads to greater alienation. The man becomes 
less motivated to seek a socially acceptable adjustment, since 
drinking temporarily solves his difficulties in an easy 
fashion, and his social’ relationships are progressively damaged 4 
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Straus pursues the theme in a study reported the 
following year.» He interviewed 203 men in a Salvation Army 
hostel in New Haven and having established to his satisfaction 
that 88 per cent of the men are excessive drinkers, he attempts 
to determine whether the homelessness preceded the heavy drink- 
ime Or Vice versa’. Of 81 men who gave information adequate 
to determine the answers, he says: “Heavy drinking preceded ” 
and seemed to be a contributing cause of homelessness for 
exactly two-thirds of the men, while for the other third heavy 
drinking followed and seemed to have resulted from the condition 
of homelessness and other related factors.” Despite this 
finding Straus proceeds to argue that “undersocialization’ is 
ae of the etiology of both homelessness and heavy drinking. 

e says: 


=2 


By joining the ranks of the homeless,_the man 
who is already undersocialized can escape into an 
environment where little is expected of him and 
where he can reduce to a minimum contacts that will 
remind him of his inadequacies. Through excessive 
drinking the undersocialized man can achieve, at 
least for a time, very real impressions of social 
participation and adequacy, which are otherwise 
unobtainable to hin. | 
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Thus Bacon’s unfortunate term “undersocialization”, 
which began as a description of current social participation, 
has been taken to imply deficiencies of a vaguely quantitative 
sort in the earlier socialization process. 


In a later study, Pittman and Gordon’ attempt to 
explore further the early “undersocialization” of a sample of 
chronic offenders. Since they use no controlled comparisons 
their interpretation of the life history material is open to 
question, especially when we hear the voice of the middle 
class in such phrases as “serious deprivations in meeting 
their basic needs”, a “sense of belongingness...only partially 
achieved” and adolescent participation “poor or below what 
would be desirable for adequate socialization”. Since the 
role of early socialization experiences in creating vulnerab- 
ility is outside the scope of this paper, we will simply note 
this extension of the concept of “undersocializgation” backward 
in time to the point where it is allusive but devoid of clear 
meaning. 


The studies of “undersocialization” emphasize the 
absence of memberships and the lack of participation in 
conventional activities. This literature, if taken by itself, 
would resemble a body of writing on juvenile delinquency that 
dealt with disrupted family relationships and difficulties in 
Scoot, put Sard nobning of Ehe role oft the gang and the 
delinquent sub-culture. However, in the last 10 years some 
sociologists have begun to explore the nature and importance 
of the company that most urban chronic drunkenness offenders 
keep and the vicious circle of alienation has become more 
understandable as some of the rewards that accompany partic- 
ipation in Skid Row drinking groups have been made explicit. 


The first study to deal specifically with Skid Row 
drinking norms was reported by Jackson and Connor in 1953°., 
The authors interviewed hospitalized alcoholics and members 
of Alcoholics Anonymous in Seattle who had been on Skid Row. 
In the brief summary that follows, aspects that are not 
apparently peculiar to Seattle have been emphasized. 


# The drinkers on Skid Row who are not set apart by 
extreme old age or bizarre behaviour interact in small groups 
with activities focussed around drinking. The groups have a 
fluctuating membership as men drift freely and frequently 
from one group to another. A newcomer is accepted without 
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question it Ne iis willing to chip in for the price of a 
bottle and is apparently not deviant in a way that endangers 
the others. Enquiries about a man’s background are taboo, 
but he is allowed to talk about himself, and the others are 
obliged to listen-if he has bought the bottle or made a major 
contribution. He will continue to be accepted if he keeps up 
his end financially, follows the etiquette of group drinking, 
and observes certain simple taboos. 


From this account, which resembles that of other 
writers, we see Skid Row groups-—as- organized around the common 
interest in drinking and oriented..to..the.present...Eligibility 
is based on current performance of a deviant nature rather 
than on past achievements or ascriptive criteria. 


puihtengmoulas: jaeecording | fo |\Jackson and Connor, appear 
to provide for mutual.survival and emotional support. Partic- 
ipants are assured of a steady supply of alcohol through their 
cooperative efforts and, in addition, “flops” and clothing 
are shared. The members try, with less success, to protect 
each other from the police and to provide help in the event 
of injury or illness. The groups’ unqualified acceptance of 
the drinker, as compared to his non-acceptance in the. larger 
society, helps him to escape feelings of inadequacy. For the 
time being rationalizations become unnecessary because the 
company of peers does little to stimulate guilt or remorse. 
Participation makes for the persistence of the adjustment 
Since heavy drinking and the behavicur associated with it are 
rewarded by acceptance. The participant meets little incentive 
to socially acceptable striving, and his isolation from the 
larger society is increased. 


Rulbingkon, ami leaker acti ciies” adds to the detailed 
ae cenipedon of the subculture. Two of his general arguments 
are of relevance here. The first is best stated in his own 
words: 


Where the attribute theorists argue that absence 
of rewarding social relationships necessarily lead 
to further withdrawal and ultimate dependence on 
allcohol, the contenkion here 1s Ehak the absence of 
rewarding social relationships creates the search . 
LObMaonuma ry GWOUp) MUldsimake | Gependence)) on 0 
alcohol is a possible consequence of this search. 
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Alienation, then, leads not directly to heavy 
drinking but to the search for substitute primary. groups. 
If the man finds his way to groups that indulge in heavy 
drinking rather than, for example, a fundamentalist religious 
sect that values abstinence, this will probably become his 
mode of adjustment. The chances of sliding on to Skid Row, 
and therefore finding the acceptance he is seeking in primary 
groups that emphasize drinking, is much greater for an 
alienated individual from the lower or lower-middle class. 
Rubington presents no empirical evidence to support his 
version of the sequence. 


Another argument of Rubington, compatible with 
findings in some other fields of deviance, is that punitive 
social reactions to drunkenness play an important part, in 
strengthening identification with the Skid Row group. When 
the inebriate is stigmatized through arrest and incarceration, 
confining his social participation to others. like himself, it 
serves as a defence against the moral indignation of society- 
at-large. Given the low probability of» escape once a man has 
entered the revolving door, the importance of this field of 
enquiry is obvious. 


Current Study 


Wit h.othds...Arief.packGroundyshetenwe tir hod Q un OULe 
sampLe-of ~$0"ehronie:.effenders. Some data on their background, 
current participation, and drinking, have been summarized in 
the Tables, which are a compilation of simple, descriptive 
statistics, A certain amount of healthy skepticism is in 
order because these are the facts our informants have chosen 
EO report to us. We cannot, of course, judge the significance 
of some of these distributions without comparison with other 
populations. 


The Tables give us some idea of the current isolation 
' of the men from ordinary family relationships. Onty~48-per~—eent 
|. have_ever_been-married (Table 7), and-nofe-of-them—are 
currently living-witir-their wives. Only one of them, at the 
present time, has a common-law domicile. Mast of the men 
tell-us™that«theyhaveno’contact-by~Letber.0F-bn=person 
' with-relatives—er-with-frtends-fron—better-days-who~have 
wives.and..familress~thrs’ts*trueveven-of-the- men» who.have 
relatives.and..former,.£rLends...in..the..Toronto..area. When they 
do claim to have contact a little probing reveals that the 
contacts are very infrequent. According to their statements 
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they feel unwanted or avoid visiting out of shame or 
embarrassment. Three typical comments are: 


Isee my relatives.occasionally.. 
They“rev-abrtmarried.,.and..have..homes 
of. .their-Owle.-L’m.unmarried..and in 
the..booze.........feel..unwanted....... The 
best..thing’s..to stay away. 


I don’t feel I can be with my people. 
They invite me but I don’t really fit - 
my clothes, my drinking, and so on. 

I don’t want to embarrass then. 


iiause don’t) bother; with Ehem... I 
just forget about them. Why would 

I go around with friends or relatives 
ieee Condutaon am ans Chey 
wouldn’t want me anyways. 


awe Do--the., men find a.substitute-for-more conventional 


yee, RKELMary relations — in Skid Row society2?....Certeinly” they have 


awdlarge numbér “of” “adguaintances, men..they~-have-met—in--jail 
er~hostelsand-.on..drinking sprees,--and’encountér fime~and” 

- again..during» the -course~-of...2..j.2cal..During’a”’ typical ‘aranking 
- sprees-they~mayminteract..with a. “great. Many men in a_ short period. 
| Theskelbowrmag-tsvan: nacaounh., ol! fal. deena. conan lasting part 
Chenin @aYi | 
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it into a restaurant on Queen St. and drank 
Levan the washroom, | Lhen © went into the 
restaurant and had coffee. Two fellows I 

knew came in and sat down for coffee. One 

had shaving lotion, We pooled our money 

and we had enough for another 60¢ bottle 

of shaving lotion. They got the bottle 

and broughe PE to Ehe restaurant. To went 

to the Sally Ann and remained around - in 
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then va Lriend, suggested 1 get wine. 
He gave me money for two bottles. I got 
it and took it to the Sally Ann and we 
went up to his cubicle. Another fellow 
joined us and we drank the two bottles 
iene memodtceile. | Noout. 11 o/clock we 
WeKe GOL ng EOwene Sally Ann, dining room 
to eat when I met another chap with a 
bottle. We went down to the Snake Pit 
ancdiEne EWO Obyus Fanished, the, bottle. 
He gave me two phenobarbs, which I’m not 
in the practice of taking. I remained 
SijpEInGy 1a tae, shake. Pit and he went to 
Geet, another bottle, of. wine. .1 figured 
the phenobarbs would give me a better lift. 
Wevdmank the ofher, bottle.): 1.laid. back on 
the couch, getting sleepy. Next thing 
that I knew the police were there and they 
dragged me out of the hostel, around three 
OmLEOMm OC Look. 


If we look at the relationship of the men to others 
on Skid Row they seem to fall imto the three categories of 
Table 27. A minority are clearly isolates or “lone wolves” 
| They disclaim any friendships and their accounts of their 
[ daity-lives and drinking sprees bear this out. One lone wolf 
| says: 


iGo, too Eien) wath Ene lokid (Row Gang. 
CroOupang) | Fogerner whith Enem fom a drink is 
Om las: tan ac M7miconcerned. | I just Ery to 
be Seociadble-talking. The, fact that; 17m 
disconnected from my family, the rest are 
all strangers to me. 1’11 walk around a 
whole week and not meet a soul I know 
intimately. 


is drinking 2s Cone ly) hamsel ft: 


Saturday morning I went to the Sally 
Ani hLOMymunmiceiias ul Got te hmee meal 
tickets. I sold them - which gave me 6Q¢. 


bop 1 pe on i) 
| iy ow aan 
avon eh, | wollLet xeittond 
Py, | | avittod owt s 
ow Spols%e ; 
TOO Revaara et 
5 Ad oor k grt 
TE id's ran yg 


tou pt rhe 
beni pies . 
ot tn¢ ie py baw #h4 4", 
ar botrptt Pog son iw yy 
om Be is a 2 tettod’ fi oot ews i 9. 


7 no Adosd bist ‘L .eltted 4 a Bind, 
’ 8 i rit txell : o Vleet eH, le patitey qi 
Yout Pai awa arrow eotd Loe ont we Peal 
aout oniete  tetaca oat To Duo” am & 
i" Oe 250 L0* o% 
Mot Ss t to qhdanotislex eet, te 
ae sapere me soit ‘ei: y OF fe ue fe ha om 
. 10, ny 10 agte loa t 7 xo 
to a tAiooss abet 
an. ae alas Ba 


omey wot be eat st bw x ee 
daith 6 tot medt Pe Pleigone vad 
ot vxt devi DT .beare@onoo! aL ep ted: 
gL tent tost eff eoatta let a. 

ei feet att ,vlimet ym moxd eg 
: Winks: Sh brvexe Lew: LED wea: oh aeons 
‘ae esi T Luom 6 toom fom pie te 


viLeG ot foi aoe 1 va 
ca qasit top Ts 


dias 


| 
H 
| 
; 


alien 


I saw my way to produce 15¢ more. On the 
street there were drinkers. One gave me 
10¢, another 5¢, and he invited me to his 
House oumEniincaciy Go. ll got) a bottle’ of 
"Four Aces’. With the tension I was under- 
going since I was not drawing any relief 
and couldn’t get any employment, I drank 
my bottle in three drinks. JI went into 
Baton’s, into the washroom; I1’d go back and 
emrmkvagaim: | i thank TL drank’ it all there. 
Walking along the street I put my pipe in 
my pocket and first thing I knew my over- 
coat and suit-coat were burned right through. 
Then I started begging for another bottle. 
Everywhere. Especially around Lombard St. 
I got my second bottle of ’Four Aces’ maybe 
around 2:30 p.m. and then went over to the 
Jarvis Hotel, where I must have finished my 
second bottle of wine - plus so many beers, 
I don’t remember how many but I wouldn’t go 
into me Hokek wa thout drinking beer: | L 
must have bummed enough to buy a few beers. 


I didn’t have a bottle on me when I 
Wwasmegmectedan., | think you should put a long 
dash there and then say, “Woke up the next 
monmmang vate No: 4) atatzvon 7.) That covers’ a 
multitude of sins’ One fellow tells me I 
Was (GGegged an by) the collar; 1 don’t 
remember anything? 


The men in the second category disclaim any close 
friendships but they drink and interact daily with a wide range 
of casual acquaintances. The third group Glaim fo interact 
more frequently.with.a.few.men that they regard as friends, 
and their claim seems to jibe with othér evidence; 


Since only 18% are clearly isolates, it is interest- 
ing that when the men are asked about their feelings of 
loneliness (Table 28), 42% state that they are often lonely 
and 36% feel lonely some of the time. For many of them the 
gregariousness of Skid Row apparently is not of a type to 
relieve their feelings of estrangement. Significantly, 

(Table 29) the largest proportion of men who are conscious 
of being lonely occurs among those who interact with many 
Skid Row acquaintances. 
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These findings raise questions about the quality of 
Skid Row relationships. We have already noted the short 
duration and limited common interests in much of the inter- 
action,—_The_men tend to form temporary alliances to.share the 
price Or a bottle onto avoldidrinking! alone,,and terminate 
them, ustial ly, without.recrimination, when the episode is over. 
Or, they may find themselves without choice thrown together 
in hostels, meal line-ups and jail cells. In the men’s 
comments one is struck by the frequent denigration of .their 
peers, and indirectly of themselves, the_lack of evidence of 
warm.emotion,;and the-strongly utilitarian motives attributed 
to their fellows. This is best expressed in théir~own-words: 


~ No, I don’t have any close friends or 
buddies. “ There aren’t any friends when youre 
Veading yells jeind "ot Nite. “The only kind 1 
have are drinking companions. When you’re 
drinking they’re all close friends and buddies 
iwscesvery few enemies. ...their social life is 
the same as mine - all bums.» My women friends 
are the same as my men friends - they’re all 
the same as I am. 


we pheno ane Guys tnar TM drink wach, buk 
don’t have any use for them. They only drink 
with me for what they can get. 


Il drink with ’drunks’, some men and some 
women but more men. They’re just acquaintances, 
Okid Row characters that are in the downtown 
anedag iil preter, £O,.drink with. them now. Drink- 
ing is about the only language a man can speak 
when he’s hanging around amongst them. 


Someone’s always got the price of a 
DOmmbe: lt you me vone lor Ene) boys you're 
Owain the GicstrIici jour there really are no 
close irmiendsian the district," You meet a 
guy you haven’t seen for years and he’s your 
friend for a while. 
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Even some of the men who claim to have a small group 
of friends have feelings of distrust: 


What we do together is just the 
average thing. Mostly drinking. We 
scrounge around to get money - steal or 
beg - to buy booze and then drink it. 


We always share the money to buy 
drinks - also to eat and sleep, but 
NOSEivereucramcs You have to Look out 
for yourself unless you’re sick from 
booze. I mean they’re only interested 
ie Oueto drink with. 


These comments, like many others, appear to be 
compounded of realistic appraisal, self-abuse, and a desire 
to disclaim identification. In the Philadelphia Skid Row 
Suc OO; Or Ene men who dwelt Ehere said they did not 
consider themselves to be members of Skid Row. Many of the 
men in our sample emphasize small points of superiority, 
such as the fact that they don’t panhandle or really would 

, like to get a job, that differentiate them from their fellows. 
| Skid Row companionship may, as asserted, provide some compen- 
Sanuon for Vack of status im Ehe Larger society, but it is 
Paice apparently a constant reminder of lowestate.. 


Women companions are mentioned in some of these 
quotations. One of the unexpected findings has been that 
interaction with women is frequently reported by younger 
informants. A group of women apparently drink with men from 
Skid Row, have sexual relations with some of them and 
occasionally set up common-law establishments with then. 

Table 10 indicates that 62% of the men have had common-law 
arrangements at one time but we cannot tell from the data 
how many of these antedated the men’s arrival in downtown 
(Toronto. Transitory relationships are, of course, more common, 
In their histories, most of the men fall between the Skid Row Don 
Juanism reported by a couple of informants and the lifelong 
celibacy claimed by another, but many tell us that age and . 
heavy drinking have by now almost extinguished their interest. 
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In the men’s comments on the women they meet on Skid 
Row they express the same denigration we saw in their assess-, 
| neat of each other, but they tend to be more frankly exploit-| 
ative. A few comments to illustrate: 


Yes, drinking stimulates my interest 
in women....the women are in the same stateé 
tam. They aren’t much more than a bed-mate. 


Loma Cemualm escctenty l?ve lost anterest 
in women. At one time alcohol increased my 
interest but now it decreases it. 


Well, women are the easisst thing to 
Gok Eas Cikyy -wany big city. Not Ehe 
respectable kind but there’s always a 
woman. You can go down any street in the 
district and pick up a woman sixteen to 
sixty who’ll go anywhere for a bottle of 
wine. But you take the majority of guys 
who drink - they’re not interested in 
women. Not like a regular working guy. 
liguesisveminikane iiks yall your sex unge. 


* L?ve been living with this woman for 
twelve or thirteen years, off and on. We 
never got around to getting married. She’s 
a Carnoiicvand) I’m a Protestant. “she’s 
wanted to get married but I don’t love her. 
She’s just a_ drinking companion and somebody 
to_go to bed with.” She’s had a hysteréctomy 
so she can’t have children. 


These quotations illustrate the quality of Skid 
Row relationships and raise questions about the extent to 
which they compensate for other forms of alienation. 
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Se far we have talked as if the men in our sample 
normally live on Skid Row with occasional intervals in jail; 
whereas, in fact, most of them spend over half of each year 
in jail. The average time our group would have served last 
year if they had paid no fines or received no time off for 
good behaviour would have been at least 224 days (Table 34) 
with individual differences ranging from 65 to 425 days. The 
actual time served was probably not much less, since they are 
rarely able to pay-the stiff fines given multiple offenders, 
or any fines at all - and only those sent to reformatory 
rather than jail can earn “good time”. Frequently the men G 
are out of jail only a few hours before being picked up . 
again and they sometimes use the term “week-end pass” to 
refer to their release from jail. 


MGC Our Or  MimniCco jiarLer doing 
Epace momens. DL bought: 6 bottles of 
wine and before the wine was finished 
iMiweas! Un Coumm otGeen POlIcSe, Station. 


Three months previous to that I 
Got Cul) Onn Niam£co Eham. same Monnang, 
iy got out aki S.o7clock, and, was,.picked 
Waa Ey One Clock: 


These weekend passes get shorter 
all the time. It used to be months - 
then weeks - and nOWs«renscas 


The amount of time Skid Row drinkers spend in jail 
varies, of course, between jurisdictions because of differ- 
ences in law and in enforcement policies. In Toronto the 
hazard appears to be particularly high. Ontario is one of 
the jurisdictions that make appearing drunk in a public place 
a punishable offence whether or not a disturbance or public 
nuisance is created and the Toronto police are unusually 
zealous, according to interviewees who have sampled other 
communities: } 
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It was a pretty short spree. You 
Mish Cant Cm th whononkos”) ina small 
town, where you’re known, they leave you 
alone to go home. They know you don’t 
harm anyone. In other places you can 
Game Comrnually wikenout precking up a 
drunk charge. 


You’d think alcoholics were big-time 
Crimindlic an oronke. ~“They’re real hot 
OM auconomdiesa It you didn’: have) ro 
worry about the police you’d drink more 
slowly and get drunk less often. You seem 
to go through life with your nerves tensed 
up on account of then. 


The men are almost-unanimous in-believing. that they 
are particularly vulnerable to arrest on three grounds: Nv. 
OM iehiey), Grink in! a haehiypoliced. area, (2) they are known 7\ 
personally to the police, and (3) they are poorly dréssed. 
Another and less debatable element of contingency is that, 

since they have-no private living quarters most of their 
drinking sooner, om later takes them out On Ehe Street. These. 
quotations will illustrate: CO 


If they know you they’ll grab you. AN VV oF 
I’ve been in the wagon when they seen a CU GY 


guy they know and the cop says; “I know ae in 
him; take him”. The guy may even be Ne 
Se sober but they don’t care. 


You coule sum ie wo) by saying Ehe 
police decide by their clothes. The east 
end is bad - you don’t have a chance - the 
west end is not so bad. Downtown, east of 
Menge as ene womsn.) Vl agememoer (on) ob. 
Patrick’s day the paddy wagon pulled up 
to a hotel and they just brought guys out 
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Once-a man has béén~-arrested...and—chargedy;=the 
prebabiierty of’ hrs-being.found..not..guilty..is.very..small. 
A menber...of..oun,.cesearch..groupy has’ observed. over 9000 trials 
andin«“onbyerdo-instances has..the, case been dismissed» -One 
reason..is.that the men almost invariably..plead..“guiLty”, 
whether...or,.not..they believe-they really. were..drunk.and imap 
public. place.....One of them says: 


You can’t plead or explain, except 
POmiGuatwiny OG Mor quidiy.,| You can’ put 
125 men through in less than an hour and 
have a chance to plead. What can you do? 
If you plead not guilty you are remanded 
and the police come in and they push you 
in anyway:...So you lose the remand time. 
You might even get a tougher sentence. ! 


q 


Our perspective changes when we realize that most 
of the men spend a large part of each year in jail where life 
is regimented, predictable, healthy, and dry. The contrast 
between this stable social system and the chaotic existence 
they lead outside is so marked that it would not bé surpris- 
ing if jail, despite the deprivaftions, camé to -represent--a~ 
degree of security to the men, The chaos of life outside 
iovonougnh: OWE Wery, wellvin’ chis, statement : 


Vout wakeuupmsiici< ini Ee moxnang, Lf 
you’re not in a boxcar you wake up early 
and hit the street. 1’m an awful man for 
walking.’ Ivhib the street and its’ a steady 
go all day. I generally wake up and get up 
SOMO We ie line Gqok money Ml might 
SikO@) fon Cokhee and fOast at, / aim, if I 
hawen’ = any money 1 just sit around until 
I meet some of the fellows - someone who’s 
On EheyoaoOwlir On en dames, fellows like 
Mmysclani=  alicoholmcse Vin i summer , Wi ist am 
Moss Park: ian winter 2 just walk around or 
iMtane) al itikoo where dies warm. Occasional ly, 
[ray hon pam tame work. |) i) stand on the 
curb between Shuter and Queen or Sherbourne. 
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People come there for part time, temporary 
workers - truckers, movers, construction 
areNsoOr onan Win iEmeneric moO work Do just lLoat 
around and end up drinking. You always run 
into someone who has a crock or the price 
Hone wl Won reusualiny heave lunch 1f 
igcoian  ininic aepermoon tf 18m drinking 
we go out to promote another bottle. I 
done OOEMem yar supper af D’m drinking. 

By evening you’re so loaded its a kind of 
haghemere, | YOu re Eravelling around and 
don’t know where you are. 


From this perspective, the term “week-end pass” is 
particularly apt because the period outside of jail assumes 
some of the characteristics of a leave or a holiday or a 
period of license. Once the men have accepted the. inevit- 
ability of their speedy return, they have little incentive 
to plan their Nac tivities towexdLongecuncoals..ar harbour 
Eietrmresoumecs when they ace oubeide. Mer do they have | 
reason to” try Ol Garton Eicieiagnimking Of EO Cart and sleep 
regutdriy since they know that. they. widednSOOD,.We,.able” TS A 


meCMpehake ! iN iow wins is exolierkly recognized by some | 
of the men: 


hOmumysekhae thre sitne beck Ehang for) me., 
You get rundown and come in here and after 
a week you straighten up. When they sentence 
you they are keeping you off the street. They 
SOC Vol Grom Meconming an alconolle., Tf don’t 
Tine Doing, Senn any I stravgnten up and, 1s 
a rest here from pulling that damn old wagon. 
I went to Mimico for two months once and I 
really enjoyed it out there. 


When I’m picked up the cops are doing 
Meval Gece. mun.) le wowlels av het sor | ol 
alcoholics would be dead if it wasn’t for 
Misvrame Eneysoend an jail Malnutracvon 
would be one cause of death. 
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Evidence that frequent arrest and jailing save the 
men from some of the consequences of their Skid Row lives is - 
to be seen in Table 36. Only 36% of the men have experienced 
delirium tremens, although a high percentage show other 
symptoms of alcoholism. Since delirium tremens iS more 
likely to fellow very prolonged pours of steady drinking, 
rather than short, intensive sprees~“, the frequency of 
arrest is probably prophylactic. The impression of our 
medical examiner that many of the men were in surprisingly 
good physical condition considering their heavy drinking and 
mode of life, has led to taking the men’s weight on release 
from prison as well as admission. 86% of the men have shown 
increases in weight, ranging up to twenty pounds. 


The social and psychological consequences of spending 
long periods in jail are more difficult to assess. One 
conclusion that emerges from the interviews is that many of _ 
mitOrbrelomat=-ROmnerth.jaid« In the words of one F 


informant: 


I have a strong suspicion about myself, 
that I’ve become institutionalized. I have 
a fear that it doesn’t bother me about going 
to jail. Little difference whether 1’m inside 
Om OubSide, Ehak7s whak ifs getting to be. 
| inet mms ieTie Wwalsiis@ armed.) il dad at 
have no knowledge of jails. Now I’m getting 
to feel it doesn’t bother me walking into 
jalilwagarni i) Mou just, do what you?re) supposed 
EO Vand wad Ei Or phe sentence, £o finish.) You 
carry on a social life - cards, reading and 
Geabloineianwiicil \\ You wait om the fime Lo Get 
pa even though you have no future and no 

ome. 


Another says: I have nothing against this place at all. 
ivonlvawnash hey Clim isiy wasn: £) ani ime, ) The 
food is good and they treat you good, unless 
you misbehave or something. 


Few self-respecting men will admit that they like 
Seine an jad Vand oun) inn onmanEs are Mo exceptlon, but they 
do, time and again, comment favourably on the way they are 
treated by the guards and prison officials. The things they 
complain about - overcrowding, lack of recreational facil- 
LbLes, MO tobacco ration, no chance to earn money = are 
blamed on pOliticians rather than the prison staff. 
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We have had a chance to observe within the jail some 
CeiEteowscasons when iene men’s Mack tor animus. The drunkenness 
offenders are by..and large. the least troublesome and most 
useful group in the prison population, They have a reputation 
VWibimtiorctarantor being tractable, willing to work and 
uninterested in escaping. Many of the staff appear to share 
with the offenders the view that drunks are not really 
Criminals. The old-timers are usually known in the jail by 
name and idiosyncraciées. If physically capable they are 
dsctoqnew re tiem eqular jobs an the jail - in the kitchen, 
laundry, boiler room, and on the paint crew and garden detail - 
and when they return to jail they often go back to the same 
(ole One man who has loeen an and owk of the jail for 30 years 
always gets the same job in the laundry room and he has been 
known to telephone the jail when he was outside to enquire 
about the condition of the laundry and equipment. He is 
admittedly an extreme case but many other men in the sample 
appear to have reached a somewhat similar plateau that may 
continue indefinitely. 


We have discussed arrest and imprisonment at some 
length because their significance has not been adequately 
explored in studies of chronic drunkenness offenders. What .. 
distinguishes.these-men..is not their heavy drinking but 
the fact that they are frequently arrested. and jailed for 
drinking. Most heavy drinkers in our society are never 
aLEeSECa OG, Afjarrested once om Ewice, do,not' find their way 
HUEOMEne GeVvolyang doom. Li follows that: the variables, 
whatever they are, that make for a high vulnerability to arrest 
when drunk, play an important part in determining who enters 
MimcmoOoulatTonn. (Moavy Grinkers of lower class and lower 
middle class background are probably more likely to be picked 
TWO Physical mobility—and unmarried status may also play a 
role since the.person without a home is more likely to appear tb 
dnl pubiac wien Grune aud less Maikely tovbe protected by 
frtrends and relatives. At this point we can only speculate 
about the-variables. Table 32 seems to show that our group 
suffered more from a high vulnerability to arrest early in 
MiledsGl Ghiedinikenie, Cakoems. ln) 42), Cm Ene Cases the finck 
drunkenness arrest occurred before or during the year that 
they say they began heavy drinking. 


Once a man has been arrested and jailed a few times 
a vicious circle is set in motion that supplements the other 
disruptive effects of heavy drinking and tends to confirm the 
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pattern. Jail stigmatizes a man as a criminal even if the \ 
offence is.only drunkenness, and tends to-motivate him,vas | 
Rubington (10) says, to confine his association to others | 
who are similarly..brandedsThe-repetitionof—the- experience \ 
seems to constitute a learning process in which he is. prepared 
to accept further.degradations-many of the men report a gradual 
Change LOmnto siamenEnoyiGwokEv ak first imprisonment to thea 


present lacwionyweeliang. | /imvpractical terms, jail sentences of hae 
~increasing frequency make meaner (EOlmola lor Get Obs; Lo- DK \ 
“keep a room or a-fixed.address..and..to.get help from relatives | We 
and friends., The end result is best stated in the words of | at 
Sar informants: rns \ 


You go out of here, you got nowhere to go, 
no one to back you up. Some of the guys 
GTONCuisOh eqs —I ES prekty bad, You 
GevwewE ioe ineweMEOoking Like a bum.) “You 
don’t get anything when you go out of here - 
you don’t even get a thank you. 


‘When guys leave here they have no plage] 
Eorcgo- | 70von\thelouys here have no 
home, mo wok Eo doy) Mhey get’ the price 
BOnGAOOrE eNom wimeo vane Emey revnigh:z’ | \ 
back imi 
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into a restaurant and often before I’ve 

had a cup of coffee there’s someone 
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Whatever the good intentions ofthe man; he-is 
UTE elly | £O)| Go anywhere but the Skid Row—area en he gets 
out. Where else can a man with no money and unkempt clothes 
get shelter and where else will he fécel at home? 
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LE SMor) a woroudy laine.) |) Theme’ s, only 
one area you can hang around in. If you 
POMC Mem Mis YOUISeuCk OU) ike .a Sore 
thumb. You’re beat. Everybody in the 
aneats on the same basis. You’re sort 
On mivanGed wnacdcden) tiie.) Lt you can, buy 
Gminikca vou menaroug shot jour fon Guys who 
drink you can’t leave the sheltered area. 


EVyeuyOCdy locks ak the Quys in front 
OPvENowom ulin Tamm mG the Mred Victor Mission 
ac Guys who Crank and) won’: work. 


Plausible connections between the heavy drinking of 
these men and Skid Row conditions are easy to suggest and 
nobody could be more adept at this than the men themselves. 
They present us with numerous versions of the themes that life 
in Skid Row is depressing and anxiety~-provoking, lonely and 
purposeless; that drinking is an escape and temptation is 
constant. A few examples will illustrate: 


te eid chougin ie, Gagamk 7m nok 
Tonely. When £%m conscious i£’s hard. 
semen nekcive eat oues Ol a) VOU can’t 
start talking to yourself or you get some 
avn sills; answesgs,., Other times, 1f L get 
MEO lOO Caianc Ml Ihave wine with me L?’m 
not lonely at all. Wine keeps me mellow. 
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VOUMUSt exon tom Cay iEO day. \ Youve ing 
GOulto be\duunk tO forge your pride and | 
false pride in Yordern MEO Ger along. 10 
Gan’t ask for a handout except when I’m 4 
Giuinke)) Wittiaine hic iwitotke (ihame@,. GU 


tf was tired and depressed from looking 
Ore WO kins Ninein) aca MOE) wyOnmeime. il woimiay,  aite: 
also I meet all my friends. This usually 
leads to drinking. 
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Mouvhavich MOET “eey Go?) moOriing EO 
CeCupy y CU mind: ‘mo .job - nothing, 
Pgs chiance: Liget l trigune 2 aLL get 
something to keep me company. I geta 
iieee cesoondemes |) Mil lay off a day or 
EVO ME eMiomEen Om, mel tie wheati?.s' the use” 
then I’m back on the booze again. 


Such statements abound and they are convincing; 
we can imagine ourselves reacting in the same way in a 
similar situation. 


However, before attributing their behaviour entirely 
to the more obvious strains and deprivations of their current 
life, we must take into account the fact that many of the men 
in Skid Row do not drink heavily and that many of the men who 
do drink heavily did so before they became homeless and 
unattached. The recent Chicago and Philadelphia Skid Row 
surveys tell us that heavy drinkers are a minority, although 
a substantial one, on Skid Row. 


In the Chicago study the men were classified as 
teetolalers, light drinkers, moderate drinkers, heavy drinkers 
and alcoholic derelicts, using self-assignment and the 
amount of liguor the men said they consumed. 32.5% were 
found to be heavy drinkers or alcoholic derelicts; BS Zils 
were found to be light drinkers or teetotalers. 


In the Philadelphia study the men were classified as 
spree drinkers (men who reported a period of continuous heavy 
drinking exceeding three days in the previous year), non-spree 
drinkers (who did any less serious drinking), and non-drinkers. 
ihe spree drinkers constituted 20.4% of the population, the 
non—sonee duinkers, O3/, and the nom-drinkers 16.77. We 
are justified in concluding that many of the men who share 
the more obvious forms of alienation of chronic drunkenness 
offenders, and participate in the high risk environment of 
SiG ion, JOumMoOENmesonms tO heavy Gminking as a solution fo 
their problems. 


As we have seen, some of the studies of chronic 
drunkenness offenders suggest that marked alienation or 
“undersocialization” precedes their heavy drinking and serves 
to explain it. The two Skid Row studies just mentioned contain 
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some comparisons of heavy drinkers and non-heavy drinkers 
consistent with the thesis that for many heavy drinkers the 
drinking preceded and helped to bring about their homeless, 
CncimacitoconetEvonm. ) lin) jocver, the Chicago study found 

that when the heavy drinkers and alcoholic derelicts were 
compared to light drinkers and teetotalers they proved to be 
Cm Ene lovedagelyouncger (and Or bekzer education (a significant 
Cinnenence menaced where lage was Comtnolled), more likely 
to have been divorced or separated, more likely to be 
physically fit to work, more likely to have been in the armed 
forces, and less likely ee have been foreign-born or of 
foreign-born parentage. When the Philadelphia group 
compared the spree drinkers with non-drinkers, their findings 
paralleled the Chicago study and, in addition, they found 

the spree drinkers “to have held more responsible positions 
and likewise have a slightly higher representation among the 
high-prestige jobs, 716 The differences found in the two 
studies are, of course, not absolute; some heavy drinkers 

and some non-heavy drinkers were found in all categories. 


In Table 35 we have attempted to assess the sequence 
Srehecavy, drinking and Ene more obvious forms of alienation, 
Visaniema Narce number oO: atems on the antkerview schedule, the 
onset of heavy drinking has been related in time to the loss 
CrveContact: wilkn Gelakives and friends, transiency and job 
iMctaoiiaty.. IE we accep: Enis Somewhat impressionistic 
evaluation, 68% of the men can be said to have begun heavy 
drinking before they were manifestly alienated and 10% were 
eloamiiyiaitanaked joerone they began’ drinking: an’ 207%) of 
the histories the two processes were contemporaneous to such 
dad degree that they apoear to have constituted a vicious circle 
Peon the) ourser. ) Other evidence that! raises doubts’ about the 
Mmaversality Of prior alienation is contained in some of the 
Mao. mio aloile Sivwe Seelthar OG) Or Ehe mannrages lasted 
Dy meas om longer) |) Haloile, 6 amdii@akes Ehak O4, of Ehe men have 
MMC MOlsun Om VON Vicaksw Omi oncgem | wley) must Mave locen able Eo 
decepi the disca olanes ion a sequillar| job for prolonged, 
continuous periods. 


Perhaps, instead of concentrating on evidence of the 
apparent early social isolation of chronic drunkenness 
offenders we should be paying more attention toe. searching out 
and studying the social systems in which they did participate 
dtiring earty adulthood, Lhe aurnors™ur-studres or okid Row 
drinking appreciate that alienation from conventional 
Kelartonshios and activirdes as usually accompanied by 
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participation in other relationships and activities, but the 
tegic—_has-not—been-extended-to the eGariter lives of Skid Row 
drinkers,/. The high proportion (Table 25)-of~our men who have 
seen military service may be significant. A plausible thesis 
Wisttaet Ene drinking) patterns they were exposed to in the 
armed services helped to prepare them for Skid Row drinking; 
the norms in regard to quantity, occasion and company seem 

EO \iterm trom Ehose of the larger SOCLE in the same 
direction as Skid Row drinking patterns.1+ We have not 
figured out the number of men who have at some time been in 
lumber camps, construction gangs, the merchant marine and 
other all-male, heavy drinking groups, but such experiences 
appcas to) be’ fainly common. A high incidence of institutional 
living might be interpreted as “oversocialization” rather than 
“undersocialization”’y Participation inthe criminal under- 
world may also be a preparation for Skid Row life and drinking. 
At least 34% of our sample have served sentences for 6 months 
or longer on charges other than drunkenness. 


In this paper we have deliberately avoided the 
thorniest complication of all; the fact that people become 
AeCienedure aiconol.,, At) some: poink dn therm drinking careers 
they may develop in varying combinations psychological 
dependence, loss of Comerol after starting to drink, and 
MGM hho Goskain, trom drinking, Leaving aside the 
Mystenl es Eick) SuUmeounc Ene nature and etiology of addiction, 
many of the findings we have been discussing are compatible 
With Ehe fact of addiction. For example, the large number 
of men whose apparent alienation has followed the onset of 
heavy drinking; the exploitation of others to get alcohol; 
the willingness to consume rubbing alcohol and shaving lotion. 
Moreover, the incidence of symptoms in Table 386 seems to 
Midic@ate, Ehakt MOSrt Or yEmMe men’) are) well)/along Ehe road’ to addiction, 
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Having begun with a quotation we may appropriately 
conclude with one: 
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Chuonie) Drunkenness Ob fender 


(Sample Vor 50) (1961) 
TPL EGE 2. BIRTHPLACE 3. FATHER’S 4, "RACTAL 
BIRTHPLACE ORIGIN" 


30-34 4% Canada 84%, 
36-39 18% Scotland 6% Canada 647, SeOminsia Done 
40-44 22%, England os Seomleamda aA7, English 26% 


45-49 20% Treland Aad lige ane Gye aaa in Dad 
50-54 14% USWA: Dis Emeitand 45, Higa Cami uiZie 
551600 27; Poland & USA 6% Gan. =) Tne i 74h 
60-64 6% Ukraine Aq, Poland & Dutch 2h 
65+ AT, Wikreaame) 49), German Das 
India Zi Polish & 
Ukraine AT, 
>. BIRTHPLACE OF CANADIAN BORN bs RELIGION 7. MARITAL 
oe (N=42) R.C AY f ESAS) 
Seen ene Cor Fy 201% Single = 5.2% 
Maritimes i Oys DAS, Sle UMC |) WOT Separated 34% 
Quebec One - 55 Paes slo- Ze Divouced | 107, 
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